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5.  Half-killed with anger and surprise,

" So soon returned 1" old Dodson cries.
" So soon, d'ye call it ?" Death replies :
" Surely, my friend, you're but in jest!

Since I was here before
'Tig six and thirty years at least,

And you are now fourscore."

6.   "So much the worse," the clown rejoined;
" To spare the aged would be kind :
Beside, you promised me Three Warnings,
Which I have looked for nights and mornings;
But for that loss of time and ease,

I can recover damages."

7.   " I know," cries Death, " that at the best,
I seldom am a welcome guest;

But don't be captious, friend, at least;
I little thought you'd still be able
To stump about your farm and stable:
Your years have run to a great length;
I wish you joy, though, of your strength!"

8.   " Hold," says the farmer, "not so fast!

I have been lame these four years past:'
" And no great wonder," Death replies :

" However, you still keep your eyes;

And sure, to see one's loves and friends,

For legs and arms would make amends."
" Perhaps/' says Dodson, " so it might,

But latterly I've lost my sight."